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person is essentially required; otherwise the mention of attri-
butes and titles is unnecessary. Sometimes, however, for the
purpose of distinction the mention of an attribute indicative
of a distinguishing feature will be helpful.

The manner in which an index should be prepared requires-
some comment. It is a question whether the alphabet should
alone form the criterion for the distinctive serial order of ais
index disregarding the special signs used in a transliteration,
or whether the substitutes of these signs should be recognized
as well. It seems desirable that signs such as hyphen and
commas may be ignored in the order of an. index, but they
must be registered in their appropriate places. The diacriti-
cal marks which are combined with certain letters for giving
them distinct phonetic identity should be retained in an index
with all their distinctive features. It is true that omissions of-
letters consequent upon the use of diacritical marks will, no
doubt, present some difficulty, as such use will result in two
different spellings of the same name. It is, therefore, necessary
to record separate entries for them in the index with cross-
references to indicate that they relate to one and the same
name. In the absence of any unified system of transliteration,,
there is no other alternative but to multiply such entries.

Whether such expressions as 'king of a country* or
* governor of a district or a town', without the mention of his
name occurring in texts should receive a place in the name-index-
is a matter which requires some consideration. These profes-
sional designations have the same value as their names in such
cases. Their insertion in an index, especially of a source-book-
with material of a varied nature, is equally helpful and im-
portant as the name of the king itself. Any omissions of such
entries particularly in a book with detached sources/ simply be-
cause they have no independent identity, will result in an unin-
tentional neglect of the material.

We have also instances of sources in which an event is
described in full but without a mention of the person or place
concerned. Unless we find some means to make a reference to-
this event in the index, it remains incomplete. The only way